


Name ____________________________________________ Date _________________

Get Set to Read
What do you know about Thomas Edison? In Before Reading, write true if you think the 

statement is true. Write false if you think the statement is not true. Then read KIDS DISCOVER
Thomas Edison. Check back to find out if you were correct. Write the correct answer and the
page number where you found it.

CHALLENGE: Rewrite each false sentence in a way that makes it true. 

1. Edison patented over 1,000 
inventions.

2. Edison invented the telephone. 

3. Edison was a quiet, studious child.

4. Edison patented his first invention at
the age of 18.

5. The telegraph led to the invention of
the phonograph. 

6. Edison solved the problem of all arc
lights in a series going out by using
a parallel circuit.

7. Some of the first successful light
bulbs were made with bamboo
fibers.

8. Edison did not like others to help
him in his work.

9. Edison’s last project was a big 
success. 

10. Henry Ford was a hero of Edison’s.
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It’s in the Reading
After reading KIDS DISCOVER Thomas Edison, choose the best answer for each question. 

Fill in the circle.

1. According to Edison’s definition of genius, _____.
❍ A. very few people could be considered geniuses
❍ B. geniuses are born and not made  
❍ C. almost anyone willing to work hard could be a genius 
❍ D. there are no real geniuses

2. Judging by the most important inventions of Edison’s era, inventors were
most interested in _____.

❍ A. agriculture
❍ B. time-saving devices
❍ C. saving lives
❍ D. communication and transportation

3. The invention that most changed the American economy and way of life
in the 1800s was the _____. 

❍ A. telegraph
❍ B. steam locomotive
❍ C. automobile 
❍ D. telephone

4. The young Edison was _____.
❍ A. hesitant to take action
❍ B. curious about many things
❍ C. eager to learn from books
❍ D. badly behaved

Find your answers on the pages shown in the book icon next to each question.

Name ____________________________________________ Date _________________

2  3

4  5

4  5

6  7

5. Edison’s stock ticker was an important invention because it led to _____.
❍ A. the invention of the phonograph
❍ B. an improved vote recorder  
❍ C. Edison’s quitting his job as a telegrapher
❍ D. the building of his laboratory

8  9
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6. The search for the best filament material was important because _____.
❍ A. it would make a long-lasting glow possible
❍ B. it would make electricity cheaper 
❍ C. it would keep all lights from failing if one failed
❍ D. it would make a vacuum tube possible

12  13



8. Edison’s work with motion pictures showed that Edison _____.
❍ A. was not very practical
❍ B. was preoccupied with being famous
❍ C. had a wide variety of interests
❍ D. really wanted to be a film producer

12. Page 6 includes a quote by Edison about schools. Do you agree or 
disagree with Edison’s statement? Use specific details to support 
your answer.
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It’s in the Reading (continued)
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9. One of Edison’s successful inventions was _____.
❍ A. anti-submarines 
❍ B. rubber made from goldenrod
❍ C. electric automobiles
❍ D. an iron-ore separator

14 15

14 15 

7. The person who showed that magnetism could produce electricity was
_____.

❍ A. Edison
❍ B. Franklin 
❍ C. Volta
❍ D. Faraday

10. Facts about Edison’s marriages show that _____.
❍ A. Edison should not have been married
❍ B. women of the 1800s were demanding
❍ C. devotion to work can make relationships difficult
❍ D. couples in the 1800s differed greatly from those today

11. Henry Ford is described as an “automobile magnate.” A magnate is
_____.

❍ A. an inventor
❍ B. a successful person in a field
❍ C. a businessperson
❍ D. a mechanic

16 17 

16 17  
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Everything Visual
Photographs can give readers greater insight into other people’s lives and events. Look at the

photographs of Edison on pages 2–3, 9–10, 15, 16, and 17. Then answer the questions. 

1. What character traits does the photo of Edison on pages 2–3 show? Explain your answer.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Look at the photo on pages 9–10. What do you think it shows about Edison’s attitude toward
his work?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is the photo of Edison on page 15 an important contribution to his biography? 
Explain your answer.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. How is the family portrait on page 16 similar to family portraits of today? In what ways 
does it differ?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. What character traits does the photo of Edison with Henry Ford on page 17 show? 
Explain your answer.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Name ____________________________________________ Date _________________

Get Set to Read 
What do you know about Thomas Edison? In Before Reading, write true if you think the 

statement is true. Write false if you think the statement is not true. Then read KIDS DISCOVER
Thomas Edison. Check back to find out if you were correct. Write the correct answer and the
page number where you found it.

CHALLENGE: Rewrite each false sentence in a way that makes it true. 

1. Edison patented over 1,000 
inventions.

2. Edison Alexander Graham Bell
invented the telephone.

3. Edison was a quiet, studious an
active, mischievous, curious child. 

4. Edison patented his first invention at
the age of 18 22.

5. The telegraph led to the invention of
the phonograph.

6. Edison solved the problem of all arc
lights in a series going out by using
a parallel circuit.

7. Some of the first successful light
bulbs were made with bamboo
fibers.

8. Edison did not like others to help
him in his work staffed his lab with
the best minds he could find. 

9. Edison’s last project was a big 
success not successful.  

10. Henry Ford Edison was a hero of
Edison’s Henry Ford’s.
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           p. 2         

           p. 4         

        pp. 6–7      

           p. 8         

           p. 8         

          p. 12        

          p. 13        

          p. 14        

          p. 15        

          p. 17        

Before Reading After Reading Page Number

ANSWER KEY
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Name ____________________________________________ Date _________________

It’s in the Reading
After reading KIDS DISCOVER Thomas Edison, choose the best answer for each question. 

Fill in the circle.

Find your answers on the pages shown in the book icon next to each question.

ANSWER KEY
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1. According to Edison’s definition of genius, _____.
❍ A. very few people could be considered geniuses
❍ B. geniuses are born and not made  
● C. almost anyone willing to work hard could be a genius (draw conclusions)
❍ D. there are no real geniuses

2. Judging by the most important inventions of Edison’s era, inventors were
most interested in _____.

❍ A. agriculture
❍ B. time-saving devices
❍ C. saving lives
● D. communication and transportation (generalization)

3. The invention that most changed the American economy and way of life
in the 1800s was the _____. 

❍ A. telegraph
● B. steam locomotive (details)
❍ C. automobile 
❍ D. telephone

4. The young Edison was _____.
❍ A. hesitant to take action
● B. curious about many things (generalization)
❍ C. eager to learn from books
❍ D. badly behaved

2  3

4  5

4  5

6  7

5. Edison’s stock ticker was an important invention because it led to _____.
❍ A. the invention of the phonograph
❍ B. an improved vote recorder  
● C. Edison’s quitting his job as a telegrapher (cause and effect)
❍ D. the building of his laboratory

8  9

6. The search for the best filament material was important because _____.
● A. it would make a long-lasting glow possible (cause and effect)
❍ B. it would make electricity cheaper 
❍ C. it would keep all lights from failing if one failed
❍ D. it would make a vacuum tube possible

12  13



It’s in the Reading (continued)
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8. Edison’s work with motion pictures showed that Edison _____.
❍ A. was not very practical
❍ B. was preoccupied with being famous
● C. had a wide variety of interests (main idea)
❍ D. really wanted to be a film producer

12. Page 6 includes a quote by Edison about schools. Do you agree or 
disagree with Edison’s statement? Use specific details to support 
your answer.

12 13

9. One of Edison’s successful inventions was _____.
● A. anti-submarines (details)
❍ B. rubber made from goldenrod
❍ C. electric automobiles
❍ D. an iron-ore separator

14 15

14 15 

7. The person who showed that magnetism could produce electricity was
_____.

❍ A. Edison
❍ B. Franklin 
❍ C. Volta
● D. Faraday (details)

10. Facts about Edison’s marriages show that _____.
❍ A. Edison should not have been married
❍ B. women of the 1800s were demanding
● C. devotion to work can make relationships difficult (draw conclusions)
❍ D. couples in the 1800s differed greatly from those today

11. Henry Ford is described as an “automobile magnate.” A magnate is
_____.

❍ A. an inventor
● B. a successful person in a field (inference)
❍ C. a businessperson
❍ D. a mechanic

16 17 

16 17  

Answers will vary. Students should use examples and other evi-
dence from their own experience to support their answers.

 



ANSWER KEYName ____________________________________________ Date _________________

Everything Visual
Photographs can give readers greater insight into other people’s lives and events. Look at the

photographs of Edison on pages 2–3, 9–10, 15, 16, and 17. Then answer the questions. 

1. What character traits does the photo of Edison on pages 2–3 show? Explain your answer.

2. Look at the photo on pages 9–10. What do you think it shows about Edison’s attitude toward
his work?

3. Why is the photo of Edison on page 15 an important contribution to his biography? 
Explain your answer.

4. How is the family portrait on page 16 similar to family portraits of today? In what ways 
does it differ?

5. What character traits does the photo of Edison with Henry Ford on page 17 show? 
Explain your answer.

Answers will vary. The photo shows that Edison was hard-working and probably did 
not take enough time to sleep, eat, and so on. Therefore, he caught up on sleep whenever 

and wherever possible.
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The family portrait is similar in getting parents and children together in a casual setting. 
It is different in showing the people in serious, rather formal poses instead of casual 

or smiling poses.

Answers will vary. Edison seems to have a serious, interested, intense attitude 
toward his work.

The photo shows that Edison was still interested in new inventions and still active 
when he was older. 

Answers will vary. The photo shows Edison’s sense of humor and sociable quality.

 


