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Sea anemones look like peaceful creatures. The squishy animals cling to rocks and wave their tentacles around. They grab whatever food comes along as the watery world passes by. Anemones, however, aren't as mellow as they might seem. Researchers have observed armies of anemones attacking each other in raging wars. 

"Sea anemone fights are amazing," says David Ayre of the University of Wollongong in Australia. 

Some 50 years ago, scientists noticed that certain anemones have special tentacles that aren't used for capturing food. Called acrorhagi, these tentacles are used instead as weapons to sting enemy anemones. Certain individuals, called warriors, have lots of acrorhagi. 

Some kinds of sea anemones live pretty much by themselves but a common kind, Anthopleura elegantissima, on the west coast of the United States sticks together in dense groups. Each member of a group has exactly the same DNA as every other member of the group, making them genetic clones of each other. 

Researchers wanted to learn more about how anemones fight, but A. elegantissima are hard to study in the wild. So, the scientists toiled to move a big boulder with two groups of anemone clones into their lab. They had an aquarium built around it. The aquarium was regularly filled with water, and then emptied again to copy the action of tides. 

When water rushed in after low tide in the aquarium, the researchers were surprised to find, warrior anemones near the border between the groups puffed up their acrorhagi, made their bodies three times longer than they were before, and started twisting around. They were able to reach out and sting foreign individuals that had crept too close. 

The surprises didn't stop there. 

Anemone patches grow close to each other but usually leave an empty strip between them. Small anemones in the first row sometimes creep into this strip, ending up very close to the other patch. 

One little critter that had crept into the empty zone, nicknamed Stumpy, endured such a strong attack that its own colony rejected it when it returned home. The researchers suggest that the attack covered Stumpy with so many foreign stinging cells that its own clones didn't recognize it. Perhaps, they say, small anemones like Stumpy work as scouts in battle. 

It's a tough world out there—even for creatures that look as if they have a mellow lifestyle.—E. Sohn 
1. Scientists noticed that certain anemones have special tentacles that aren't used for capturing food these tentacles are used for weapons. These tentacles are called______.

a. colonies   b. acrorhagi  c. aquariua    d. puffers

2. Why do warrior anemones puff up their acrorhagi they become _____ times longer than they were before.

a. four   b. two    c. three    d. five

3. Why do you think anemone patches leave an empty strip between them? 

4. “In the article it mentions that the anemone each Anthopleura elegantissima   has exactly the same DNA as every other member of the group, making them genetic clones of each other.” What type of reproduction do you think this species of anemone uses to reproduce? 

