How Does Stress Affect Earth’s Crust?
(From Prentice Hall Science Explorer)
Skill Focus Predicting

Materials craft stick

Time 5 minutes

Procedure
1. Put on goggles

2. Holding a popsicle stick at both ends, slowly bend it into an arch.  Increase the pressure on the stick slowly and gradually.
3. Release the pressure on the popsicle stick and observe what happens.  Make sure you maintain a firm grip on one end of the stick.
4. Repeat steps 1 and 2.  This time, however, keep bending the ends of the popsicle stick toward each other.  What happens to the wood?

Predicting

Think of the popsicle stick as a model for part of the Earth’s crust.  What do you think might eventually happen as the forces of plate movements bend the crust?
