SLIPPERY SLOPE OF LITIGATING GEOLOGIC HAZARDS:

CALIFORNIA’S PORTOGUESE BEND LANDSLIDE

DISCUSSION NOTES:

What does YOUR GROUP think the main cause of the landslide was?

Earthquake
Vibration from Construction

Added Mass to the head of the slide

Added Mass to the “toe” of the slide

Vibration from traffic



Added water from septic system to the clay/groundwater
volcanic ash

Weakening of clay from detergents

wave erosion at the toe

WHY?

WHO SHOULD PAY FOR “FIXING” THE SLIDE?

The homeowners on the hillside

the company who built the homes

The people in Rolling Hills (north of the slide)


the company who built Crenshaw Blvd
the company who built Palos Verdes Drive

the company who built the septic systems
geologists who helped the county

the county of Los Angeles who approved the roads

WHY?

WRITING ASSIGNMENT: Who is responsible for protecting against landslides? (in general) . Discuss your opinion, and what you think the role of individual people, scientists, companies, and local and state governments should be in protecting against landslides. What should each do, and why?

(3-5 paragraphs)
due THUR FEB 12th….

