MIDDLE SCHOOL CIA MONDAY MAR 16, 2009 SCIENCE

First, Thanks for all the work you did in the past month in preparation for science CMTtesting. 

We had been scheduled to have a middle school science CIA Monday March 16th. I am unavailable... I am tripled booked with Cambridge visits, administrative interviews, and testifying at the state legislature re: science teacher issues.  So ignore the protraxx message, and stay in school.   So, in lieu of traveling to meet, I am giving you three tasks to accomplish during this time (you are expected to be at school for this!). I don't believe in meeting for the sake of meeting, but I encourage you to seek out other science teachers to work with on this: I am hopeful that by now you have made some connections and are taking advantage of the collaborative spirit we try to foster here in New Haven.  

Tasks: 1) Assessment and data examination: Using the directions I have sent previously.. (I've attached them) find your student scores for the quarter one and quarter two science assessments and try to identify some trends and issues. You also should look ahead to the DRAFT quarter three assessments found on my web site (www.newhavenscience.org/test  username: science, password: key )and alert me immediately if there are issues with the questions. Scantrons will be mailed next week, and due back by April 16. (some schools have data teams that are already doing this, so jump to #2!)   

2) Materials/Equipment/Supplies: One of our most pressing issues is to make sure that classrooms are equipped with the equipment and supplies needed for the 7th/8th curriculum. I've asked before to be notified of any pressing needs and how you've worked with the principal/administration. When I talk to principals, they report that very few teachers submit written purchase orders or supply requests. Remember that YOU need to do the work finding prices, setting up the orders for what you need and work with the principals to order.. and keep me in the loop! I am hoping to be able to be ready with lists of equipment/supplies needed in case funds become available. As you know, I have borrowed/used special funds in 06-07 and 07-08 for middle school supplies, first with NeoScience kits for all the schools that you should have, and next for $500 per teacher. This year, of course, there were no funds available.. I ended up "giving back" elementary science funds, curriculum writing, conference and office supply money. So, to be ready, please make a list of the most needed materials that are NOT already at your school anywhere. Separate into two lists if you can, equipment (permanent materials, usually over $100), and supplies. Make sure these are materials needed to deliver the NHPS curriculum, not "extras" or "wishlists". That can be a separate list (probes, new technology, etc...) There is no guarantee of funds, but I need information to fight for money!  

Tell me if you've asked your administrators already for these. I had a Frey catalog sent to all or you can go online to freyscientific.com to find prices. There is no guarantee of funds, but I need information to fight for money! By the way the K-4 science kits are being picked up starting Monday... (as well as some 6th grade ecosystems/machines kits). If you know of any in your area.. they need to be brought down to the front lobby immediately! 

3) Discovery Science Education. Take the time to start looking through the new resource you should have available at discoveryeducation.com. Discovery science has been provided by the state to all middle schools. Make a list of those media you think really helps with the curriculum to share. I very much like the science sleuths, I've been using them for higher order thinking/ group science work, and PD for years. If you don't have access to discovery (formerly united streaming), refer to the attachment.\

  

  5) Science Fair: If your school is planning on sending students to the city wide science fair, you must let me know: how many projects you are REQUESTING (usually less than 5 per grade) and if you are having a school wide fair, when how...  

I have more info to share on quarterly assessments, curriculum, staffing.positions, science fair, etc... but this is enough to get you started. Please make sure you send me an email verifying that you were present for this required time, and accomplished at least some of these tasks.  

Attachments: List of Science Teachers/emails spreadsheet 

SCHOOLNET directions/assessment questions 

Discovery(United) Streaming directions for sign up. 

The latest CSC with opportunities (but refer to my caveat on curriculum changes please)  link: http://www.cssaonline.net/CSC/CSCMar172009.doc  

A copy of my testimony from the last two Mondays about some education legislation just FYI (includes a piece about humane education/dissection/animal experimentation, secondary reform, and certification changes)   

Richard Therrien K-12 Science Supervisor New Haven Public Schools Gateway Center, 3rd floor 54 Meadow Street New Haven, CT 06519 203-946-7933 203-946-8664 (fax richard.therrien@new-haven.k12.ct.us www.newhavenscience.org

Schoolnet Directions Science

The scores for the science quarter 2 assessments are now available on schoolnet.

I'm working through some of the best ways to gather the information, but each teacher/school should be able to go to account or align, or use the preformatted reports for science for each course.

Of course, we also have access to item analysis now, along with the scoring rubrics/standards alignment.

Here are some ways to get good info via SchoolNet:

 1)For district/school reports, go to Account tab, then Report Bank tab,then filter by Subject. There are 16 science reports that you can RUN. After running the report, you can select the third option "view options". At the bottom of this page you can select Paging and by School to get a report for each school. You could TRY selecting a subrow option to run by teacher, but right now that is by homeroom teacher (only useful for some of the K-8 schools).

2) To examine each individual test, go to Account tab, then Benchmark Tests. Our science tests for quarter one are listed as Life and Physical Science given on Oct 30, quarter two as Life and Physical Science given on 1/20. clicking the green plus to the left of the test expands the results, then clicking item analysis gives details about each question on the test. Remember that 13/22 pts (56%) is set as proficient for our tests.

3) To look at just your students, go to the Align tab, then Analyze sections. Select the school and teacher from the pulldown menus. Click on Item Analysis. Use data from Benchmark tests, all subjects, the correct grade level, and the test and course/section. Unfortunately, you can only select one course number at a time. Note how you can compare the district, school and section results for each question. THIS IS PROBABLY THE MOST USEFUL FOR TEACHERS! Instead of item analysis, you could also select StandardsMastery to see how students did on each standard. (60% is set as proficient).


Use of Scoring Rubrics, is there a way to ensure consistency?


What does the data show about multiple choice content? For the district? For your school?


What does the data show about multiple choice inquiry? For the district? For your school?


What does the data show about open ended?


Are you using a scaffolded method to TEACH students to answer open ended CMT like inquiry questions?


(Whole class analysis of an experimental result( group answer of questions( small group with note takers( individual with peer consulting)


What methods are you using and can share about written responses? Refer to student work.


What methods are you using and can share about multiple choice?

LOOK AHEAD TO NEXT QUARTER .. Are you following the curriculum/pacing?>

What are the major misconceptions? What are the key understandings? How does it fit in with the test?

Of course, if you haven't already, I encourage you to share/discuss the results with each other AND with students.

Just some notes:

Several teachers did not correct the open ended scores, or left those blank. This appears as if the student got zeros for each essay, 12 out of the 22 points. Obviously, this affects the class, school and district average when a large number of blanks are run through. Teachers should make every effort to score these promptly to avoid this. On some tests, many students filled in more than the 10/13 multiple choice question... these were ignored... as well as the many "E" answer choices. Some teachers made marks on the scantrons... this may have affected scoring.

Teachers got the scantrons and tests with scoring rubrics in January at the CIAs. They were supposed to be given before Jan 30th, and returned to my desk by Feb 9th.They were scored in the data center on Feb 11th. Any class/section that was missing by the morning of Feb 11th did not get scored.

Quick Results: Each Q2 test had 13 multiple choice, and three 3 pt essays for 22 pts. 13/22 was set as proficient, and 16/22 as goal.

7th grade: 31% (up from 20%) proficient, 8th grade: 36% (up from 29%) proficient, Phy/Chem: 23% (up from 19%) proficient, Biology: 27% (up from 20%) proficient, Chemistry: 29% (up from 25%) proficient, Physics:48% (up from 44% )proficient

In preparation for the next quarter:

-Please let me know if there was an entire class that did not get preslugged scantrons that we had to use blanks for, or if a large number of students are in incorrect sections/schools in schoolnets.

It took me many hours to fix these blanks, with incorrect/missing student id's, sections etc..., and I may have missed some.

If we can get as many students as possible with preslugged scantrons, this will help.

-Please examine the tests online at www.newhavenscience.org/test      (username:science, password: key ).

I will be HAPPY to take suggestions for changes to question wording for upcoming tests, while reserving the right to try to make them as CMT/CAPT like and matched to the curriculum performance standards as possible.

Here is the science assessment schedule again. Remember, these deadlines are not "fake", they are real... The data center has many, many tests to score each quarter, and we get one day alloted to each subject to run our 6000 plus scantrons.

	Q1:  Oct 30 - Nov 10
	due Nov 17
	

	Q2:  Jan 21-Jan 30
	due Feb 6
	

	Q3:  Mar 30 - Apr 7
	due Apr 15
	

	Q4:  June 8 - June 18
	due June 29
	


  
