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 2007-2008  SRC RULES INTRODUCTION 
The range of possible topics for science fair projects is very broad.  However, for safety reasons, some 

topics must be pre-approved by the New Haven Scientific Review Committee (SRC) before your students 
start experimenting.  The New Haven Science Fair adheres to the same rules and regulations, as does 
Connecticut State Science Fair.  

The non-exempt topics that need pre-approval are:  

¥Human subjects  

¥Vertebrates (you do not need pre-approval for invertebrates like worms, insects and protozoa)  

¥Potential pathogens (bacteria, mold and viruses)  

¥Human /animal tissue  

¥Controlled substances (alcohol, tobacco, medicines)  

¥Recombinant DNA  

¥Hazardous substances (pesticides, insecticides, herbicides, strong acids and bases, as well as other 
caustic materials, ultraviolet Òblack lightsÓ and lasers.)  

If the SRC finds that there is a problem of safety, we can help you in two possible ways:  

¥Suggest an alternative project.  For instance if you are doing a microbe project we can suggest non-
pathogenic microbes, Ex: E.coli, strain K-12 (We will need an SRC Form)  

OR  

¥If you are working with potential pathogens we will help you find a trained mentor (microbiologist) to 
work with you in an approved lab.  

However, you must submit your non-exempt project to the SRC BEFORE you start your experiment.  

The deadline for submitting SRC forms is February 8, 2008.  The deadline for submitting any 
resubmissions is February 29, 2008.  We do appreciate getting the forms as early as possible.  

This year we have separate SRC forms for projects that deal with humans, vertebrates, microbes, and 
hazardous substances.  Please answer ALL questions.  (If your project has to do with human/animal tissue, 
controlled substances, or recombinant DNA, contact Lise Orville.)  

Looking forward to another year of exciting and challenging science fair projects.  

The New Haven Science Fair Review Committee  

Dr. Mary Berlyn, Yale University  

Dr. Mary Beth Decker, Yale University  

Lise Orville, New Haven Science Fair Mentor Coordinator  

 
Please send your SRC forms to Lise Orville by February 8, 2008, Resubmissions by February 29, 

2008 
Lise Orville, Mentor Program Coordinator 

203-562-1516 email: lise.orville@gmail.com fax: 203-789-6155 
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2007-2008 
VERTEBRATE ANIMALS SRC FORM 

(Please fill  out in black ink and submit BEFORE you do the experiment) 
 

Student(s) name(s):               

                 

Grade:   School:     School phone:         

Teacher's name:      Teacher's phone/email:        

Mentor's name:      Mentor's ti tle:         

Mentor's affil iation:      Mentor's e-mail         

HYPOTHESIS (If... Then... Because... Statement)          

                  

Independent Variable :     Dependent Variable:         

 
Please answer all the safety questions below.  These rules have been written to teach students about the humane treatment of 
animals as well  as respect for all  living things.  We do not allow painful or invasive procedures.  
 
1.  Common name and scientific name of the vertebrate(s)?  

                 

2.  How many animals and their ages? Are they your pets?  

                 

3.  Where and when did you get your vertebrates?  

                 

Warning:  Experiments using common lab animals l ike hamsters, mice, etc. are not allowed at the Connecticut Science Fair 

unless they are legally obtained from a reputable lab animal breeder.  Fish may be obtained from a pet store.) Animals may not 

be captured from or released into the wild without approval of authorized wildlife or other regulatory officials. Fish may 

be obtained from the wild only if the researcher releases the animal unharmed, has the proper license, and adheres to 

state and local fishing laws and regulations.  

4.  Describe the animals' l iving conditions:  food, water, cages, and litter.  

In addition, how you are taking care of them.  

                 

5.  What wil l  happen to the vertebrates when the experiment is over?  

                 

6.  How did you become interested in this project?  

                 

Please DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIMENT IN DETAIL on the back of this form or on another sheet of paper.  
Include your HYPOTHESIS, MATERIALS, AND PROCEDURE 
 

Please send your SRC forms to Lise Orville by February 8, 2008, Resubmissions by February 29, 
2008  

Lise Orville, Mentor Program Coordinator 
203-562-1516 email: lise.orville@gmail.com fax: 203-789-6155



New Haven Science Fair Manual                3 

 
2007-2008 

Potential Pathogens SRC FORM 
 (Bacteria, viruses, mold) 

(please fill  out in black ink and submit BEFORE you do the experiment) 
 

Student(s) name(s):               

                 

Grade:   School:     School phone:         

Teacher's name:      Teacher's phone/email:        

Mentor's name:      Mentor's ti tle:         

Mentor's affil iation:      Mentor's e-mail         

HYPOTHESIS (If... Then... Because... Statement)          

                  

Independent Variable :     Dependent Variable:         

Please answer all the safety questions below.  
NOTE: Pathogens (disease causing organisms) include many strains of bacteria, viruses, and fungi (mold).  FOR  

SCIENCE FAIR PURPOSES ALL MICROORGANISMS COLLECTED FROM THE ENVIRONMENT WILL BE  

CONSIDERED POTENTIAL PATHOGENS: e.g., mold on fruits, vegetables or bread as well  as all  bacteria. E-coli  

K12 needs an SRC Form. 

The following are not considered pathogens and will  not need an SRC form: bakers and brewers yeast.  
 
1.  Name of microbes you are studying.  

                 

                 

2.  Where will  you obtain your microbes?  

                 

                 

3.  Where will  you do your microbe experiments? (must be an insti tutional lab, or school lab if  the facilities are adequate) . 

                 

                 

4.  List all  the precautions you wil l  take so that this experiment will  be safe.  

                 

                 

                 

5.  How wil l  you destroy the pathogens at the end of the experiment? (bleach? autoclave?)  

                 

                 

Please DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIMENT IN DETAIL on the back of this form or on another sheet of paper.  
Include your HYPOTHESIS, MATERIALS, and PROCEDURE.
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2007-2008 
Human Subject SRC FORM 

(please fill  out in black ink and submit BEFORE you do the experiment) 
 

Student(s) name(s):               

                 

Grade:   School:     School phone:         

Teacher's name:      Teacher's phone/email:        

Mentor's name:      Mentor's ti tle:         

Mentor's affil iation:      Mentor's e-mail         

HYPOTHESIS (If... Then... Because... Statement)          

                  

Independent Variable :     Dependent Variable:        
 
Please answer all the safety questions below. These rules serve to safeguard the rights and welfare of participating human 

subjects and to protect the student researcher. (The use of food in experiments is discouraged because of food allergies).  We 

require mentors for human subject projects because they have the expertise in setting up these experiments and then analyzing 

them in a statistically valid way.  

1. What kind of a project are you doing?  Human Subjects projects may NOT involve surveys.  

                 

                 

                 

2.  How did you become interested in this project?  

                 

3.  ALL human subject projects require a signed parents permission slip for each student who is under 18 years old.  

Do you have signed permission slips describing the experiment for each subject? _________  (Please include a copy  of your 

permission slip with this SRC form)  

4. If the study involves physical exercise you must let the school nurse know about the experiment and who is involved.  Have 

you contacted the school nurse?________        

 
5.  In order for any experiment COMPARING TRAITS OR RESPONSES OF GROUPS OF HUMAN SUBJECTS to be valid 

you must have a reasonably large sample size. 25 to 30 participants is a good rule of thumb for most science fair projects.  How 

many participants wil l  you have?             

           

Please DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIMENT IN DETAIL on the back of this form or on another sheet of paper.  
Include your HYPOTHESIS, MATERIALS, and PROCEDURE. 

 
Please send your SRC forms to Lise Orville by February 8, 2008, Resubmissions by February 29, 

2008  
Lise Orville, Mentor Program Coordinator 

203-562-1516 email: lise.orville@gmail.com fax: 203-789-6155



New Haven Science Fair Manual                5 

2007-2008 
Hazardous Substances or Devices SRC FORM 

 (These include pesticides, insecticides, herbicides, strong acids or bases, and any substance marked “caustic”, as well as 

radiation sources, UV (black) light, and lasers.) 
(please fill  out in black ink and submit BEFORE you do the experiment) 

 
Student(s) name(s):               

                 

Grade:   School:     School phone:         

Teacher's name:      Teacher's phone/email:        

Mentor's name:      Mentor's ti tle:         

Mentor's affil iation:      Mentor's e-mail         

HYPOTHESIS (If... Then... Because... Statement)          

                  

Independent Variable:     Dependent Variable:         

NOTE:   A trained mentor MUST supervise any of these projects. This could be a science teacher or a scientist. In all   

K-8 hazardous projects the trained mentor MUST HANDLE the substances or devices; in grades 9-12, the trained mentor will  

closely supervise the project.  

 
Please answer all the safety questions below.  
 

WHERE WILL THIS PROJECT TAKE PLACE? (must be in an insti tutional lab or school lab (if  the facilities are adequate). 

                 

                   

List all  the PRECAUTIONS you will  take so that this experiment wil l  be safe. 

                 

                 

                 

                  

Please DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIMENT IN DETAIL on the back of this form or on another sheet of paper.  
Include your HYPOTHESIS, MATERIALS, and PROCEDURE. 

 
Please send your SRC forms to Lise Orville by February 8, 2008, Resubmissions by February 29, 

2008  
Lise Orville, Mentor Program Coordinator 

203-562-1516 email: lise.orville@gmail.com fax: 203-789-6155
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CT Science Fair  New Haven Science Fair  2007-2008 

 
DISPLAY AND SAFETY REGULATIONS 
Unacceptable for Display (Please use photographs) 

 
1. Living organisms (e.g., plants, animals, microbes) 
 
2. Dried plant materials, unless sealed in acrylic or other similar material 

 
3. Taxidermy specimens or parts 

 
4. Preserved vertebrate or invertebrate animals 
 
5. Human or animal food 

 
6. Human/animal parts or body fluids (e.g., blood, urine) (Exceptions: teeth, hair, nails, dried animal 

bones, histological dry mount sections, and wet mount tissue slides) 
 

7. Soil or waste samples 
  

8. Laboratory/ household chemicals, including water 
 

9. Poisons, drugs, controlled substances, hazardous substances or devices (i.e., fi rearms, weapons, 
ammunition, reloading devices) 

 
10. Dry ice or other sublimating solids (i.e., solids which vaporize to a gas without passing through a liquid 

phase) 
 

11. Sharp items (i.e., syringes, needles, pipettes) 
 
12. Flames or highly flammable display materials including matches and lighters. 

 
13. Pressurized gases or tanks that previously contained combustible liquids or gases, UNLESS certifi ed as 

having been purged with carbon dioxide 
 
14. Batteries with open top cells 

 
15. Awards, medals, business cards, flags, etc. 
 
16. Personal photographs without identifi cation, accomplishments, acknowledgments, addresses, and phone and 

fax numbers are permitted on the project backboard or abstract handouts and may be included in research/ data book. 
 

17. Photographs or other visual presentations depicting vertebrate animals in surgical techniques, dissections, 
necropsies, other lab techniques, improper handling methods, improper housing conditions, etc. 

 
Acceptable for  Display Only (cannot be operated) 

 
1. Projects with unshielded belts, pulleys, chains, and moving parts with tension or pinch points. 
 
2. Class II I and IV lasers 
 
3. Any device requiring voltage over 110 volts 
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CT Science Fair  New Haven Science Fair  2007-2008 

 
DISPLAY AND SAFETY REGULATIONS 

 
Acceptable for  Display (with restri ctions) 

 
1. Class II  lasers:  a) Must be student-operated  b) Posted sign must read "Laser Radiation: Do Not Stare 
Into Beam"  c) Must have protective housing that prevents access to beam  d) Must be disconnected when 
not operating 
 
2. Large vacuum tubes or dangerous ray-generating devices must be properly shielded. 
 
3. Pressurized tanks that contained noncombustibles may be allowed if properly secured. 
 
4. Any apparatus producing temperatures that will cause physical burns must be adequately insulated. 
 
5. High-voltage (over 12 volts) equipment must be shielded with a grounded metal box or cage to 
prevent accidental contact. 
 
6. High-voltage (over 12 volts) wiring, switches, and metal parts must have adequate insulation and over- 
load safety factors and must be inaccessible to others. 
 
7. To reach electrical outlets, those requiring 125-volt AC electrical circuits must provide an extension cord, 
which is at least nine-feet in length. All cords must have suffi cient load-carrying capacity and be approved by 
Underwriters Laboratories. 
 
8. Electrical connections in 125--volt circuits must be soldered or made with UL approved connectors 
Connecting wires must be insulated. (Maximums are 500 watts @ 130 VAC/60 Hertz) 
 
9. Bare wire and exposed knife switches may be used only in circuits of 12 volts or less; otherwise, 
standard enclosed switches are required. 
 
10. Hand-outs to judges must be limited to one copy of the offi cial abstract, lab notebook, evaluation, and research 
paper. 
 
11. Personal photographs, excluding names, are permitted. 
 
 

Maximum Size of Project Display, Display must be marked with project label 
 

 
18 in (45.7 cm) deep 

 
 

48 in (122 cm) wide 
 
 

108 in (274 cm) high maximum, including table (32 in high) (81 cm) 
 

All project displays must be self-standing. 
 

 


